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Travel Tips 

 
First time travelers may have a few challenges booking travel to Pone, Puerto Rico as Jet Blue is the only 
airline that will land at this airport. Here are a few tips that have helped travelers find the best airfares. 
Please remember that the staff at MCERC are not able to find flights for you, but we are happy to give 
you hints on how to get to us. If you get stuck, we hope this page will make scheduling your travel 
painless and find the lowest fare. 
 
Consider booking through some of the companies that will search for best fares for you. Students can 
use StudentUniverse.com, for most of the air travel and then switch to the Jet Blue website for the last 
leg of the trip.  
 
You will arrive in the early morning hours of Day 1 (Sunday) of your program week via Jet Blue airlines to 
Ponce, PR. Jet Blue is the only airline carrier that flies to Ponce airport. You will depart in the early 
morning hours of Day 7 (Saturday). That means you recoup all of Day 1 instead of having it as a travel 
day. Please be sure to schedule your departure for Day 7 and not the next day as we have sessions 
scheduled back to back. The Saturday you depart is the same day the MCERC staff cleans the base 
station from top to bottom, so you are not missing anything but doing laundry and washing floors. 
 
We often have a shuttle arrangement set up from the Ponce airport only. The shuttle is run by a staff 
member from MCERC or a trusted associate. When you book your flight you have the option to arrange 
for transportation to the field station and a ride back to the airport for your flight at the end of the 
session. You must reserve you shuttle spot well ahead of your arrival and departure! If you choose to 
find your own transportation to the field station in San German you must arrive between 5:30am and 
7:00 am on Day 1 (Sunday). This is very important as the field house is empty after 7am when we leave 
for the first field site. Parking is not available at the field house. Please consider this when if you decide 
to find your own transportation. Our days are very long and there is no time (or place) to explore 
outside our own schedule, therefore we recommend rental vehicles do not extend over the program 
session dates and add an unnecessary expense and burden during your program week. 
 
All students elect to hire the shuttle will be picked up and dropped off at the airport at the same time. 
Since Jet Blue arrives in Ponce between 2:30am (ish) and 4:30am (ish) each morning, there should not 
be a long wait in the airport for anybody. The airport is small and safe, so no worries if you are first! The 
shuttle will only go to the Ponce Airport once on Saturday and once on Sunday.  
 
The cost of the shuttle (per person) one-way is $50.00USD cash. If you are booking both trips to and 
from the field house in San German we require $100.00 cash on day 1. The money for the shuttle pays 
for the fuel for the 4 hours of transportation and helps to add additional excursions on the boat for data 
collection during the season! 
 
When your session is complete, if you have elected to hire the shuttle you will depart from Ponce in the 
early morning on Saturday, Day 7. The shuttle makes 1 trip to the airport arriving in time for the first 
person in the group to catch a flight home. Everybody will ride together, and again, the wait should not 
be too long. 

http://www.studentuniverse.com/
http://www.jetblue.com/
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You do not have to book your flight to Ponce, but this is the only airport that we will have this kind of 
arrangement available. San Juan is 3 hours away (during low traffic hours out of the metro area). 
Remember, if you arrive in another airport you will need to find your own transportation across the 
island to San German in time for check in. There is no public transportation outside the Metro Area. 
Please keep this in mind when making your travel plans. 
  
Occasionally, our students will vacation a few days before or after their sessions. If you decide to do this 
you have the option to meet the shuttle at the airport in Ponce when other students are being picked 
up, arrange for a shuttle ride to the base station at that time, and return to Ponce airport at the end of 
the program session for the same shuttle fees. 
 
Be sure to provide your flight numbers and times to the MCERC staff regardless of where you are 
landing in Puerto Rico! We are likely to be your closest contact while you are here and will keep track of 
flight delays or other unexpected events. We require all participants to purchase travel insurance when 
you purchase your airfare to cover unexpected delays. In the event of weather delays, canceled flights, 
or almost any other event, travel insurance is very inexpensive and can assure an easy resolution to 
many unexpected events in life while traveling. 
 
Many students fly more than one airline to Puerto Rico. We have found Jet Blue to go “above and 
beyond” in service and comfort on their flights. We hope you have the same experience. To book your 
flights to and from Puerto Rico and include Jet Blue you may want to try the following; 

 
1. Go to the Jet Blue website and select “Where we Jet”. 
2. Pick Ponce, Puerto Rico as a place to start. The Jet Blue interactive map will show you all the 

place that book directly from Ponce, PR. 
3. Select a destination city that is closest to your starting point or is in the path of travel between 

home and PR. 
4. Select the dates for your travel to arrive on Day 1.  

NOTE: The flights are always overnight so be sure to book from the Friday and arrive on 
Saturday (day 1 of your session). Then book to leave on Sunday, Day 7 of your session. 

5. Once you determine the best Jet Blue flight, book the travel to the Jet Blue Hub on another 
carrier (or by car, bus, or train, of course), then book the same Jet Blue flight with the starting 
point in the opposite direction. This will assure you have a flight when and where Jet Blue will 
fly. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.jetblue.com/

